
SCHOOL NO. 4401     KATANDRA WEST 

Policy Statement: ENVIRONMENT  

                                      676 - SUN SMART  

 Responsibility:   Principal, Staff and School Council. 

This Policy was last ratified by School Council in 2017.                        

 

1. PURPOSE: 

Our SunSmart Policy has been developed to ensure that all children attending 
Katandra West Primary School have a healthy UV esposure to help with 
vitamin D and are offered protection from the potential damage caused by the 
overexposure to ultra-violet rays of the sun.  Too much of the sun’s UV can 
cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin cancer.  UV damage 
accumulated during childjhood and adolescence is strongly associated with an 
increased risk of skin cancer in later life.  

The sunprotection times are a forcast from the Bureau of Meteorology for the 
time of day UV levels are forcast to reach 3 or higher.  At these levels, sun 
protection is recommended for all skin types.  In Victoria, UV levels refularly 
reach 3 or higher from mid-August to end of April.  

 

 

2. GUIDELINES: 

Staff and students are encouraged to access the daily local sun protection 
times at sunsmart.com.au or on the free Sun Smark app to assist with the 
implementation of this Policy.  

 

Behaviour 

 Children will wear a wide brimmed hat that protects the face, neck and 
ears whenever they are outside from mid-August to end of April  (eg 
recess, lunch, sport or excursions). 

 Children without wide brimmed hats will be confined to designated 
shaded areas. 

 Through Parent Payments and Parents and Friends our school will 
provide SPF 30 (or higher) broad spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen for 
staff and student use whenever required. 

 Sunscreen is applied at least 20 minutes (where possible) before going 
outdoors and reapplied every two hours if outdoors. 

 Strategies are in place to remind students to apply sunscreen before 
going outdoors (e.g. reminder notices, sunscreen monitors, sunscreen 
buddies). 

 Children are encouraged to use available areas of shade for outdoor 
activities, in particular from September to the end of April.  

 Staff and Parents are encouraged to act as role models by practising 
SunSmart behaviours such as wearing Sunsmart hats. 

 Cool, loose fitting, sun protective clothing made of densely woven fabric 
is included in our school uniform / dress cosde and sports uniform.  It 
includes shirts with collars and elbow-length sleeves, longer dresses and 
shorts.  

 Children without a Rash Vest or T-shirt will not be permitted to participate 
in any outdoor swimming activities that are connected to the school.   
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As part of our OHS UV risk controls and role-modelling, staff families and 
visitors: 

 

 Wear a sun protective hat, covering clpothing , if practical,     
sunglasses: 

 Apply sunscreen; and  

 Seek shade whenever possible.  

 

 

Curriculum 

 Skin cancer prevention programs will be incorporated into the curriculum 
throughout the school. 

 SunSmart behaviour will be regularly reinforced in a positive way through   
newsletters, parent meetings, student and teacher activities. 

 

Environment 

 Outdoor activities will be scheduled before 11.00 am on hot days. 

 Activities taken outdoors will be held in areas of shade whenever 
possible. 

 The school council makes susre there are sufficient shelters and trees 
providing shade in outdoodr areas particularly in high-use areas e.g. 
where students have lunch, canteen, assembliexs, sports, outdoor 
lessons and popular play spaces.  

 Children must wear rashie or t-shirts when swimming outdoors.  

       

Monitoring and Review 

 

 The school council and staff monitor and review the effectiveness of the 
SunSmart Policy and revise the policy when required (at least once every 
three years) by completing a policy review and membership renewal with 
SunSmart at sunsmart.com.au 

 

 

 The Principal, in consultation with School Council, may vary this Policy if 
circumstances require it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


